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SYMBOLS 


The  following  standard  symbols  are  used  in  this  publication: 

figures  not  available 
...  figures  not  appropriate  or  not  applicable 

n  i 1  or  zero 

amount  too  small  to  be  expressed 
x  confidential 
f  forecast 
p  prel imi  nary 

r  revised 

NEC  Not  Elsewhere  Classified 

NIE         Not  Included  Elsewhere 

C  Census  of  Canada 

CMA         Census  Metropolitan  Area 

NO.  number 

M  thousand  (s) 

MM  mi  1  1  i on  (s) 

MW.h        megawatt  hours 

GW.h        gigawatt  hours 


Note:  Components  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding. 


PREFACE 


The  AlbePta  Stati  Sti  cal  Review  QuaPterl y  presents  a  comprehensive  summary 
of  socio-economic  information  pertaining  to  the  province  of  Alberta.  The  statistical 
tables  and  graphs  provide  historical  and  current  data  at  the  provincial  level  and  at 
sub-provincial  levels  when  available.  Many  tables  also  include  comparisons  between 
Canada  and  the  provinces. 


The  Review  contains  a  statistical  summary  table  presenting  various  economic 
indicators  for  Canada  and  selected  provinces.  A  brief  narrative  analysis  is  also 
included  which  highlights  interesting  trends  occurring  in  the  Alberta  economy. 


The  Review  is  arranged  into  twelve  major  subject  areas  supplemented  by  a 
glossary  detailing  definitions  of  terms  and  concepts  used.  Included  is  a  Census  of 
Canada  section  which  contains  1986  data  from  both  the  100%  data  base  (basic 
demographic  information  such  as  age,  sex,  marital  status,  mother  tongue  and  family, 
dwelling  and  household  characteristics)  and  the  20%  data  base  (income,  labour  force, 
education  and  ethnic  origin  variables). 


The  statistics  presented  in  the  Review  are  compiled  from  a  variety  of 
sources  including  Statistics  Canada,  federal  and  provincial  government  departments 
and  the  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics.  Selected  data  are  also  available  on  ASIST 
(Alberta  Stati  Sti  ca J  Information  System),  a  computerized  public  data  base  maintained 
by  the  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics.  Access  information  is  footnoted  on  the 
appropriate  tables. 


For    further     information    or  additional  copies  of  this  publication,  please 

contact: 


Data  and  Methodological  Services 
Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics 
Alberta  Treasury 
7th  Floor 

Sir  Frederick  W.  Haultain  Building 
9811-109  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  0C8 

Telephone:    (A03)  427-3058 
Telex:  037"1O237 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
AND  HIGHLIGHTS 


HIGHLIGHTS 


•     Upswing  in  Alberta  Population  Growth 

As  of  July  1,  Alberta's  population  stood  at  2,1*00,100,  up  15,900  since  January 
1,  1988.  This  compares  with  a  gain  of  8,900  recorded  during  the  same  period 
in  1987-  Higher  growth  this  year  was  mainly  attributable  to  a  smaller  net 
i nterprovi nci al  outflow  (particularly  to  Ontario)  and  a  larger  net  inflow  of 
international  migrants. 


•     Positive  Growth  in  Alberta  Gross  Domestic  Product 

Following  a  decline  of  9.9%  in  1 986 ,  Alberta's  GDP  in  current  dollars  for  1987 
(preliminary  estimate)  rose  3°6%  to  $58.8  billion.  Discounting  for  price 
changes,  GDP  in  constant   O98I)   dollars  advanced  3-7%- 


Alberta  Employment  Level  Rises  Despite  Increase  in  Unempl oyment  Rate 

During  January  to  June,  Alberta's  seasonally  adjusted  unemployment  rate 
steadily  dropped  from  8.8%  to  7»5%.  but  rose  in  July  to  8.2%  primarily  due  to 
the  entry  of  more  persons  aged  15~19  years  into  the  labour  market.  When 
comparing  January  and  July  employment  levels  (seasonally  adjusted),  the 
majority  of  jobs  created  were  concentrated  in  Ontario  (up  60,000),  Alberta  (up 
28,000)   Nova  Scotia   (up  12,000)   and  Quebec   (up  10,000). 


•     Alberta  Housing  Activity  Above  1987  Levels 

At  3.82lt,  Alberta  urban  dwelling  starts  during  January  to  June  were  up  7-9% 
over  the  same  period  last  year.  Other  increases  were  posted  in  Newfoundland 
(8.2%),  P.E.I.  (3-1%)  and  B.C.  (3-3%).  Ontario  and  Quebec  starts  dropped 
11*. 5%  and  18.7%.  respectively. 


•     Earnings  Continue  to  Improve  in  Alberta 

Between  June,  1 987  and  June  1988,  increases  in  average  weekly  earnings  ranged 
from  7«0%  in  Ontario  (highest  year-over-year  increase  since  the  the  survey 
began  in  1 983)  to  1.8%  in  Saskatchewan.  At  $^63,  Alberta  earnings  rose  2.9%f 
with  the  most  significant  gains  in  construction  and  mines/quarries/oil  wells 
sectors . 


•     Alberta  Ranks  Second  Highest  In  Per  Capita  Retail  Sales 

Compared  to  the  same  period  last  year,  Newfoundland  and  B.C.  surpassed  all 
other  provinces  in  cumulative  sales  growth  during  January  to  June,  posting 
increases  of  11.8%  and  S.k%,  respectively.  At  $7*5  billion,  Alberta  sales 
were  up  7.3%,  with  the  most  notable  increases  in  garages,  household  appliance 
stores,  specialty  shoe  stores,  and  sporting  goods  stores.  On  a  provincial  per 
capita  basis  for  June,  Ontario  ranked  highest  at  $592;  Alberta  was  second  at 
$582. 
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CENSUS  DEFINITIONS  AND  SPECIAL  NOTES 


The  Census  of  Canada  collects  data  on  a  variety  of  demographic  and  socio-economic 
characteristics  of  Canadians  and  the  information  is  recorded  on  two  data  bases: 
the  100%  sample  database  which  contains  data  gathered  from  all  households;  and  the 
20%  sample  data  base  which  holds  data  collected  from  only  one-fifth  of  all 
households.  In  1981  and  1 986 ,  the  one-in-five  ratio  applied,  while  in  1971  and 
1976  a  one-in-three  ratio  was  used. 

The  100%  sample  data  base  supplies  fundamental  demographic  information  such  as 
age,  sex  and  marital  status,  as  well  as  family,  dwelling,  household  and  mother 
tongue  data. 

The  20%  sample  data  base  generates  more  detailed  demographic  and  socio-  economic 
data  including  ethno-cu 1 tura 1  characteristics,   labour  force    activity,  education, 

income,  occupation  and  industry. 


CENSUS  FAMILY 

Refers  to  a  husband  and  a  wife  (with  or  without  children  who  have  never 
married,  regardless  of  age),  or  a  lone  parent  of  any  marital  status,  with 
one  or  more  children  who  have  never  married,  regardless  of  age,  living  in 
the  same  dwelling.  For  census  purposes,  persons  living  in  a  common-law  type 
of  arrangement  are  considered  as  now  married,  regardless  of  their  legal 
marital  status;  they  accordingly  appear  as  a  husband-wife  family  in  most 
census  family  tables. 

CENSUS  FAMILY  INCOME  (SAMPLE) 

The  income  of  a  census  family  is  the  sum  of  the  total  incomes  of  all 
members  of  that  family. 

Average  family  income  refers  to  the  weighted  mean  total  income  of  census 
families  in  1 985 *  Average  income  is  calculated  from  unrounded  data  by 
dividing  the  aggregate  income  of  families  by  the  number  of  families  whether 

or  not  they  reported  income. 

EMPLOYMENT  INCOME  {SAMPLE) 

Refers  to  total  income  received  by  persons  15  years  of  age  and  over  during 
1985  as  wages  and  salaries,  net  income  from  non-farm  self-employment  and/or 

net  farm  income. 

Average  employment  income  refers  to  the  weighted  mean  total  employment 
income  of  individuals  15  years  and  over  who  reported  income  for  1 985 - 
Average  income  is  calculated  from  unrounded  data  by  dividing  the  aggregate 
employment  income  by  the  number  of  individuals  with  employment  income. 
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ETHNIC  ORIGIN  (SAMPLE I 

Refers  to  the  ethnic  or  cultural  group (s)  to  which  the  respondent  or  the 
respondent's  ancestors  belong.  Ethnic  or  cultural  group  refers  to  the 
"roots"  or  ancestral  origin  of  the  population  and  should  not  be  confused 
with  citizenship  or  nationality. 

The  I98I  and  1986  ethnic  origin  data  are  not  directly  comparable.  Unlike 
in  198l,  respondents  were  asked  to  mark  or  specify  as  many  groups  as  apply, 
and  three  write-in  spaces  were  provided  (compared  to  one  write-in  space  in 
I98I).  As  well,  the  categories  of  aboriginal  origins  were  changed  and  a 
mark-in  box  for  Black  was  added  to  the  question.  As  a  result,  the  single 
response  counts  for  many  origins  indicate  a  decline  while  the  incidence  of 
multiple  responses  has  increased. 

EXPERIENCED  LABOUR  FORCE  (SAMPLE) 

Derived  by  deleting  from  the  total  labour  force  those  unemployed  persons  15 
years  of  age  and  over  who  have  never  worked  or  who  had  worked  only  prior  to 
January  1,  1985. 


HIGHEST  LEVEL  OF  SCHOOLING  (SAMPLE) 

Refers  to  the  highest  grade  or  year  of  elementary  school  attended,  or  the 
highest  year  of  university  or  other  non-university  completed.  University 
education  is  considered  to  be  above  other  non-university.  Also,  the 
attainment  of  a  degree,  certificate  or  diploma  is  considered  to  be  at  a 
higher  level  than  years  completed  or  attended  without  an  educational 
qua  1 i  f  i  cat  i  on . 

HOUSEHOLD  INCOME  (SAMPLE) 

The  total  income  of  a  household  is  the  sum  of  the  total  incomes  of  all 
members  of  that  household. 

Average  household  income  refers  to  the  weighted  mean  total  income  of 
households  in  1985-  Average  income  is  calculated  from  unrounded  data  by 
dividing  the  aggregate  income  of  households  by  the  number  of  households 
whether  or  not  they  reported  income. 


INCOME  IN  CONSTANT  (1985)  DOLLARS  (SAMPLE) 

Refers  to  the  presentation  of  I98O  income  statistics  in  terms  of  1 985 
dollars.  To  convert  the  I98O  incomes  into  1985  dollars,  the  I98O  values 
were  revised  upwards  by  the  change  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index  between  I98O 
and  1985. 
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INDUSTRY  -  BASED  ON  1970  CLASSIFICATION  (SAMPLE) 

Refers  to  the  general  nature  of  the  business  carried  out  in  the 
establishment  where  the  person  worked,  as  indicated  by  the  name  of  the 
employer  and  the  kind  of  business,  industry  or  service.  Data  are  available 
for  persons  15  years  of  age  and  over,  excluding  institutional  residents.  If 
not  employed  in  the  week  prior  to  enumeration,  the  information  relates  to 
the  job  of  longest  duration  since  January  1,  1 985 •  Persons  with  two  or  more 
jobs  were  to  report  the  information  for  the  job  at  which  they  worked  the 
most  hours. 

Whenever  1 986  Census  industry  data  based  on  the  1970  SIC  is  shown,  the 
labour  force  is  redefined  in  order  to  make  it  compare  as  closely  as 
possible  to  the  definition  of  labour  force  used  in  the  1971  Census. 
Therefore,  labour  force  counts  for  industry  based  on  the  I98O  SIC  and 
industry  based  on  the  1970  SIC  differ. 


LABOUR  FORCE  ACTIVITY  (SAMPLE) 

Refers  to  the  labour  market  activity  of  the  population  15  years  of  age  and 
over,  excuding  institutional  residents,  who,  in  the  week  prior  to 
enumeration  (June  3»  1986)  were  Employed  or  Unemployed.  The  remainder  of 
the  working  age  population  are  classified  as  "Not  in  the  Labour  Force".  The 
two  components  of  the  labour  force  are  defined  as  follows: 

1.  Employed  -  Refers  to  persons  who,  during  the  week  prior  to  enumeration: 

a.  did  any  work  at  all  excluding  housework  or  other  maintenance  or 
repairs  around  the  home  and  volunteer  work;  or 

b.  were  absent  from  their  job  or  business  because  of  own  temporary 
illness  or  disability,  vacation,  labour  dispute  at  their  place  of 
work,  or  were  absent  for  other  reasons. 

2.  Unemployed    -    Refers    to    persons    who,     during    the    week    prior  to 
enumerat  i  on: 

a.  were  without  work,  had  actively  looked  for  work  in  the  past  four 
weeks  and  were  available  for  work;  or 

b.  had  been  on  lay-off  and  expected  to  return  to  their  job;  or 

c.  had  definite  arrangements  to  start  a  new  job  in  four  weeks  or  less. 

MARITAL  STATUS 

Refers  to  the  conjugal  status  of  a  person: 

1  .     (Now)  Mar  r  i  ed 

Persons  whose  husband  or  wife  is  living,  unless  the  couple  is 
separated  or  a  divorce  has  been  obtained.  Persons  living  common-law 
are  considered  as  "Now  Married". 

2.  Separated 

Persons  who  have  been  deserted  or  who  have  parted  because  they  no 
longer  want  to  live  together,  but  have  not  obtained  a  divorce. 

3.  Divorced 

Persons    who    have    obtained    a     legal     divorce    and    who    have  not 
remar r  i  ed . 
h.  Widowed 

Persons    who    have     lost  their  spouse  through  death  and  who  have  not 
remar r  i  ed . 
5.     Never  Married  (single) 

Persons  who  have  never  married  and  persons  whose  marriage  was 
annul  1 ed . 
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MEDIAN  AGE 

An  age  "X"  where  exactly  one  half  of  the  population  is  older  than  "X"  and 
the  other  half  is  younger  than  "X". 


MOTHER  TONGUE 

Refers  to  the  first  language  learned  in  childhood  and  still  understood  by 
the  i  nd  i v i  dua 1 . 


OCCUPATION  -  BASED  ON  1980  CLASSIFICATION  (SAMPLE) 

Refers  to  the  kind  of  work  persons  were  doing  during  the  reference  week,  as 
determined  by  their  reporting  of  their  kind  of  work  and  the  description  of 
the  most  important  duties  in  their  job.  Data  are  available  for  persons  15 
years  of  age  and  over,  excluding  institutional  residents.  If  the  person  did 
not  have  a  job  during  the  week  prior  to  enumeration,  the  data  relate  to  the 
job  of  longest  duration  since  January  1,  1985.  Persons  with  two  or  more 
jobs  were  to  report  the  information  for  the  job  at  which  they  worked  the 
most  hours. 


OCCUPIED  PRIVATE  DWELLING 

Refers  to  a  private  dwelling  in  which  a  person  or  group  of  persons  is 
permanently  residing.  Also  included  are  private  dwellings  whose  usual 
residents  were  temporarily  absent  on  Census  Day  (June  3  in  1986) .  Types  of 
private  dwellings  are: 

1 .  S  i  ngl e  Detached 

A  single  dwelling  not  attached  to  any  other  building  and  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  open  space. 

2.  Single  Attached 

a  single  dwelling  attached  at  ground  level  to  another  building  (such 
as  a  store)  but  separated  from  i t  by  a  common  wall  running  from 
ground  to  roof;  also  includes  semi-detached  or  double  houses  and  row 
houses . 

3.  Apartment 

A    dwelling  unit  in  a  high-rise  building  which  has  5  or  more  storeys 
or  a  dwelling  unit  attached    to    other    dwelling    units,  commercial 
units,     or    other    non-residential  space  in  a  building  that  has  less 
than  5  storeys. 
k.  Duplex 

Refers  to  one  of  two  dwellings,  one  above  the  other,  not  attached  to 
any  other  building  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  open  space. 

5.  Movable 

Includes  mobile  homes,  tents,  recreational  vehicles,  motor  homes, 
railroad  cars  and  houseboats. 

6 .  Mob  i 1 e  Home 

A  single  dwelling,  designed  and  constructed  to  be  transported  on  its 
own  chasis,  and  capable  of  being  moved  on  short  notice. 
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Special  Notes:  In  1971  and  1976,  type  of  dwelling  was  reported  for 
occupied  private  and  vacant   (unoccupied)  dwellings. 

In  1986,  type  of  dwelling  was  coded  by  Census  Representatives  in  the  field. 
The  coverage  is  occupied  private  dwellings,  unoccupied  private  dwellings, 
and  dwellings  occupied  solely  by  foreign  and/or  temporary  residents. 
However,  unless  otherwise  specified,  all  housing  data  for  occupied  private 
dwellings  DO  NOT  include  unoccupied  private  dwellings  or  dwellings  occupied 
solely  by  foreign  and/or  temporary  residents. 

Please  note  that  the  dwelling  categories  have  been  revised  from  Census  to 
Census  and  comparisons  with  previous  censuses  should  be  approached  with 
caution.  Due  to  response  bias  in  classifying  certain  structural  types  in 
the  1981  Census,  the  data  for  single  attached  (semi-detached  or  double,  row 
house,  house  attached  to  a  non-residential  building),  apartment  less  than  5 
storeys,  and  duplex  should  be  used  as  one  aggregate  type,  namely,  Other 
Mul t  i  pi e  Dwel 1 i  ngs . 


PARTICIPATION  RATE  (SAMPLE) 

Refers  to  the  total  labour  force  (in  reference  week)  expressed  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total  population  15  years  of  age  and  over,  excluding 
institutional  residents,   in  an  area,  group  or  category. 


PRIVATE  HOUSEHOLD 

Refers  to  a  person  or  group  of  persons  (other  than  foreign  residents)  who 
occupy  a  private  dwelling  and  do  not  have  a  usual  place  of  residence 
elsewhere  in  Canada.  The  number  of  private  households  equals  the  number  of 
occupied  private  dwellings. 


RURAL  (POPULATION) 

Refers  to  persons  living  outside  urban  areas. 


TENURE 

Refers    to  whether  some  member  of  the  household  owns  or  rents  the  dwelling. 

A  dwelling  is  classified  as  owned  even  if  it  is  not  fully    paid    for  (eg., 

with  a  mortgage).  The  dwelling  may  be  situated  on  rented  or  leased  land  or 
be    part  of  a  condominium.  A  dwelling  is  classified  as  rented  even  if  it  is 

provided  without  cash  rent  or  at  a  reduced  rent  or  if  the  dwelling  is  part 
of  a  co-operative. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE  (SAMPLE) 

Refers  to  the  unemployed  labour  force  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the 
total  labour  force  (in  reference  week)  in  an  area,  group  or  category.  Data 
are  available  for  persons  15  years  of  age  and  over,  excluding  institutional 
residents. 
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URBAN  (POPULATION) 

Refers  to  persons  living  in  a  continuously  built-in  area  having  a 
population  concentration  of  1,000  or  more  and  a  population  density  of  400 
or  more  per  square  kilometre,  based  on  the  previous  census. 

Note:  In  the  197b  Census,  the  population  density  criterion  was  1,000 
persons  per  square  mile  (386  per  square  kilometre).  For  the  1971  Census, 
urban  areas  included: 

1.  all     incorporated  cities,  towns  and  villages  with  a  population  of  1,000 
or  over 

2.  all     unincorporated    places    of     1,000    population    or    over     having  a 
population  density  of  at  least  1,000  persons  per  square  mile 

3.  the    urbanized    fringe  of  1)   and  2)  where  a  minimum  population  of  1,000 
and  a  density  of  at  least  1,000  persons  per  square  mile  existed. 
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SPECIAL  NOTES 


Incompletely  Enumerated  Indian  Reserves  and  Indian  Settlements 

On  some  Indian  reserves  and  Indian  settlements  in  the  1986  Census, 
enumeration  was  not  permitted  or  was  interrupted  before  it  could  be 
comp 1 eted . 

Data  for  1986  are  therefore  not  available  for  the  incompletely  enumerated 
reserves  and  settlements  and  ARE  NOT  included  in  tabulations.  Data  for 
geographic  areas  containing  one  or  more  of  these  reserves  or  settlements 
are  therefore  noted  accordingly.  Because  of  the  missing  data,  users  are 
cautioned  that  for  affected  geographic  areas,  comparisons  (eg.,  percentage 
change)  between  I98I  and  1 986  are  not  exact.  While  for  higher  level 
geographic  areas  (Canada,  provinces,  census  metropolitan  areas  and  census 
agglomerations)  the  impact  of  the  missing  data  is  very  small,  the  impact 
can  increase  for  smaller  areas  containing  a  larger  proportion  of  affected 
reserves  and  settlements. 

Alberta's  population  estimate  for  incompletely  enumerated  Indian  reserves 
and  Indian  settlements  is  9»1+53»  bringing  the  final  population  count  for 
Alberta  to  2,375,278. 


All  Census  data  is  subjected  to  a  confidentiality  procedure  known  as  "random 
rounding"  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  associating  small  figures  with  an 
identifiable  individual.  Under  this  method,  all  figures  including  totals  are 
randomly  rounded  (either  up  or  down)  to  a  multiple  of  "5".  This  technique  provides 
strong  protection  against  direct,  residual  or  negative  disclosure  without  adding 
significant  error  to  the  census  data.  However,  since  totals  are  independently 
rounded,  they  do  not  necessarily  equal  the  sum  of  individual  rounded  figures  in 
distributions.  Similarly,  percentages,  which  are  calculated  on  rounded  figures, 
do  not  necessarily  add  to  the  total. 
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GLOSSARY  AND  APPENDIX  I 


GLOSSARY 


ASIST 

ASIST  (Alberta  Statistical  Information  System)  is  a  publicly  accessible 
on-line  information  system  for  the  retrieval,  manipulation  and 
dissemination  of  socio-economic  data.  ASIST  has  been  developed  in  response 
to  an  ever- i ncreas i ng  need  for  a  single  source  of  timely  and  reliable 
information,  which  is  readily  accessible  to  businesses,  government 
departments  and  agencies  and  the  general  public. 

ASIST  contains  current  and  historical  statistical  information  on  a  wide 
range  of  subjects  including  population,  energy,  trade  and  commerce,  prices, 
manufacturing,  finance  and  construction.  In  general,  this  statistical 
information  focuses  on  Alberta  and  its  various  geographical  areas.  The 
Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics  is  solely  responsible  for  co-ordinating  the 
entry,  maintenance  and  updating  of  all  data  within  ASIST.  Where  applicable, 
ASIST  matrix  numbers  have  been  provided  at  the  bottom  of  tables.  As  well, 
many  of  the  other  statistical  series  presented  in  this  publication  are 
available  on  the  Cansim  Mini-base  and  can  be  retrieved  through  ASIST. 

AVERAGE  WEEKLY  EARNINGS 

Average  weekly  earnings  represent  gross  pay  before  deductions  for  taxes, 
unemployment  insurance  contributions,  etc.  This  includes  salaries, 
straight-time  wages,  piece-work  and  regular  commission  earnings,  regular 
paid  incentives,  cost  of  living  and  other  bonuses,  payments  to  persons 
absent  with  pay  in  the  survey  reference  week  and  overtime  earnings  (all  pay 
received  for  the  number  of  hours  worked  in  excess  of  the  standard  workday 
or  workweek).  The  payroll  concept  does  not  include  supplementary  labour 
costs . 

All  employees  include  salaried  employees,  employees  paid  by  the  hour  and 
those  employees  whose  basic  remuneration  is  in  the  form  of  commission, 
piece  rates,  mileage  allowances,  etc. 

Effective  April,  1 98 3 .  amendments  were  made  to  the  Survey  of  Employment  , 
Payrolls  and  Hours  (SEPH)  used  in  collecting  earnings  data.  Changes 
included  the  inclusion  of  firms  of  all  sizes  rather  than  only  those  with  20 
or  more  employees,  and  the  expansion  of  the  Industrial  Composite  concept. 
The  new  Industrial  Aggregate  now  is  the  sum  of  all  industries  with  the 
exception  of  agriculture,  fishing  and  trapping,  religious  organizations, 
private  households  and  military  personnel.  The  old  Industrial  Composite 
had  also  excluded  education,  health  and  welfare  services,  and  public 
admi  n  i  strat  i on. 

Beginning  in  January,  1 987 .  further  changes  to  SEPH  were  implemented 
involving  the  survey  sampling  frame.  For  further  information,  see  Appendix 
I  . 


BANK  RATE 

The  Bank  Rate  is  the  minimum  rate  at  which  the  Bank  of  Canada  makes 
short-term  advances  to  the  chartered  banks  or  to  savings  banks  governed  by 
the  Quebec  Savings  Bank  Act  and  after  l-Dec-80,  to  all  members  of  the 
Canadian  Payments  Association.  Data  shown  are  for  the  last  Wednesday  in 
the  reference  month. 
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BUILDING  PERMITS 

Residential  Building  Permits 


-  Number  of  Dwelling  Units  Created 


1  .     S  i  ng 1 e 

Refers  to  structures  containing  only  one  dwelling  unit  completely 
separated  from  any  other  dwelling  or  structure. 

2.  Cottages 

Refers  to  seasonal  dwellings  such  as  summer  homes  and  house-boats. 

3.  Double 

Refers  to  dwellings  found  in  structures  containing  two  dwelling 
units  such  as  duplexes  and  semi-detached  dwellings. 

it.  Row 

Refers  to  one-family  dwellings  in  a  structure  of  three  or  more 
attached  dwellings. 

5.  Apartments 

Refers  to  all  multiple  housing  with  three  or  more  units  such  as 
triplexes,  quadrupl exes ,  row  duplexes  as  well  as  apartments  proper. 
Flats  which  are  part  of  a  non-residential  structure  are  also 
i  nc 1 uded . 

6.  Conversions 

Refers  to  dwelling  units  added  by  conversion  of  existing  structures. 


Residential  Building  Permits  -  Value 

Value  of  building  permits  issued  for  residential  construction 
including  residential  garages,  swimming  pools,  alterations  and 
i  mprovements . 


Non-Residential  Building  Permits 

Value  of  building  permits  issued  for  new  construction,  alterations 
and  improvements  for  industrial,  commercial,  institutional  and 
government  construction. 

1.  Industrial  Building  Permits 

Includes  buildings  used  for  manufacturing  and  processing; 
transportation,  communication  and  other  utilities;  agriculture; 
forestry;  and  mine  and  mine  mill  buildings. 

2.  Commercial  Building  Permits 

Includes  stores,  warehouses,  garages,  office  buildings,  theatres, 
hotels,  funeral  parlours,  beauty  salons  and  miscellaneous  commercial 
-  signs,  posters,  heating  and  plumbing  installations,  etc. 


3.     Institutional  and  Government  Building  Permits 
Includes  expenditures  made  by  the  community,  public 
for    buildings    and    structures    -  schools,  univers 
clinics,  churches,     homes    for     the    aged,  blind, 
government    office    and    administration  buildings, 
etc . 


and  government 
ties,  hospitals, 
deaf  and  dumb, 
law  enforcement, 
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CANSIM 

CANSIM  is  the  name  given  to  Statistics  Canada's  computerized  data  base.  It 
is  often  termed  a  general  purpose  data  bank  offering  a  detailed  and 
conceptually  compatible  set  of  aggregate  data  pertaining  to  a  large  number 
of  interrelated  fields.  CANS  I M  contains  over  60,000  timeseries  of 
socio-economic  information.  An  example  of  a  timeseries  would  be  monthly 
retail  sales  for  Alberta. 

The  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics  maintains  approximately  6000  timeseries  on 
CANSIM  of  Alberta  specific  data  at  both  the  provincial  and  sub-provincial 
1 evel . 

The  majority  of  information  contained  in  this  publication  is  available  on 
CANSIM.  For  your  convenience  we  have  provided  CANSIM  matrix  numbers  at  the 
bottom  of  most  tables. 


CENSUS  DIVISION  (CD) 

According  to  1 98 1  Census  boundaries,  Alberta  is  divided  into  fifteen  census 
divisions.  However,  as  a  result  of  1986  Census  boundary  changes,  total 
divisions  have  increased  to  nineteen.  (CD  8  split  into  CD's  8  and  9;  CD  12 
split  into  CD's  12  and  16;  and  CD  15  split  into  CD's  17,  18  and  19.)  (See 
1986  Census  map  at  front  of  publication.) 


CENSUS  METROPOLITAN  AREA  (CMA) 

A  CMA  refers  to  the  main  labour  market  area  of  an  urbanized  core  of  at 
least  100,000  population,  based  on  the  previous  census.  The  urbanized  core, 
together  with  adjacent  urban  and  rural  areas,  have  a  high  degree  of 
economic  and  social  integration.  CMA's  are  comprised  of  one  or  more  Census 
Subdivisions   (CSD's)  which  meet  at  least  one  of  the  following  criteria: 

1.  the  CSD  falls  completely  or  partly  inside  the  urbanized  core; 

2.  at     least    50%    of  the  employed  labour  force  living  in  the  CSD  works  in 
the  urbanized  core;  or 

3-     at  least  25%  of  the  employed  labour  force  working  in  the  CSD     lives  in 
the  urbanized  core. 

Two  CMA's  are  located  in  Alberta:  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 

In  the  I98I  Census,  the  Edmonton  CMA  included  Bon  Accord,  Edmonton  City, 
Fort  Saskatchewan,  Gibbons,  Legal,  Morinville,  Redwater,  St.  Albert, 
Strathcona  County  No.  20  and  Sturgeon  Municipal  District  No.  90»  In  the 
1986  Census,  boundary  changes  were  made  resulting  in  the  expansion  of  the 
CMA  to  include  Leduc  County  No.  25  and  Parkland  County  No.  31  with  their 
respective  component  CSD's. 

The  Calgary  CMA  consisted  of  only  Calgary  City  in  I98I.  In  1 986 ,  the  CMA 
boundary  increased  to  include  Rocky  View  Municipal  District  No.  kk  and  its 
component  CSD's,   ie.     Airdrie,  Beiseker,  Cochrane,  Crossfield  and  Irricana. 
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CONSUMER  PRICE  INDEX 

The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CP  I)  is  a  price  index  which  measures  the 
percentage  change  through  time,  of  a  constant  quantity  and  quality  of  goods 
and  services  purchased  by  a  representative  Canadian  urban  family  in  a 
specified  time  period.  The  CPI  for  each  city  measures  price  changes  from 
one  time  period  to  another  within  that  specific  city.  Thus,  while  city 
CPI's  show  the  movement  of  prices  in  each  city,  they  do  not  indicate  price 
level  differences  between  cities,  or  between  cities  and  Canada.  The  CPI  is 
not  a  measure  of  true  inflationary-deflationary  trends.  The  inference  of 
using  the  CPI  as  a  measure  of  true  inflation  or  deflation  is  incorrect.  The 
CPI  only  measures  percentage  changes  of  a  "basket"  of  commodities  -  not  all 
items  which  contribute  to  inflation  or  deflation  are  included. 

The  CPI  is  compiled  using  updated  weights  obtained  from  the  1 982  Family 
Expenditure    Survey    which    outlines    patterns    of    urban  consumer  spending 

behav  i  or . 

The  CPI  Percent  Change  is  calculated  by  first  subtracting  the  current 
period  index  from  the  previous  period  index  and  then  dividing  this  index 
point  difference  by  the  previous  period  index  and  finally  multiplying  the 
result  by  one  hundred. 


DEPLANED 

Traffic  (passengers,  mail  and  cargo)  which  lands  and  disembarks  at  an 
a  i  rpor t . 

DWELLING  COMPLETION 

Dwelling  completion  is  the  stage  at  which  all  the  proposed  construction 
work  on  a  dwelling  unit  has  been  performed. 


DWELLING  START 

A    dwelling  start  is  recorded  when  the  footing  has  been  installed,  that 
when  the  concrete  has  been  poured    for  the  whole  of  the  footing  around 
structure . 


is, 
the 


DWELLING  UNITS 

Please  note,  the  following  definitions  are  applicable  only  to  data  from  the 
Survey  of  Starts  and  Completions. 


1 .     S  i  ng 1 e  Detached 

This  is  commonly  called  a  "single  house".  It 
dwelling  unit  which  is  completely  separated  on  all 
other  dwelling  or  structure. 


contains  only  one 
sides    from  any 


Semi -Detached 

This    category     includes    each  one 
common  wall  extending  from  ground  to 


of  two  dwellings  separated  by 
roof,  or  by  a  garage. 


3.  Row 


This  comprises  only  single  attached  houses  in  a  row  of  three  or  more 
dwellings.     Row-duplexes  are  not  included  in  this  category. 
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k.     Apartment  and  Other 

This  category  includes  dwelling  units  such  as: 
-dupl exes 
-double  duplexes 
-tr  i  pi  exes 
-row-dupl exes 

-apartments  as  commonly  known 

-dwellings  over,  or  at  the  back  of,  a  store  or  other 
non-residential  structure. 


EMPLOYED 

The  employed  labour  force  includes  all  persons  who  during  the  reference 
week : 

1 .  did  any  work  at  al 1 

2.  had  a  job  but  were  not  at  work  due  to: 

-own  illness  or  disability 
-personal  or  family  responsibilities 
-bad  weather 
-labour  dispute 
-vacat  i  on 

-other  reason  not  specified  above. 

EMPLOYMENT  I  POPULATION  RATIO 

The  employment/population  ratio  represents  the  number  of  persons  employed 
expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  population  15  years  of  age  and  over.  The 
employment/population  ratio  for  a  particular  group  (age,  sex,  marital 
status,  etc.)  is  the  number  employed  in  that  group  expressed  as  a 
percentage  of  the  population  for  that  group. 


ENPLANED 

Traffic  (passengers,  mail  and  cargo)  which  embarks  and  takes  off  from  an 
a i  rport . 


EXTERNAL  TRADE 

External  trade  statistics  are  compiled  from  administrative  documents 
collected  by  Revenue  Canada,  Customs  and  Excise.  Trade  statistics  for 
electricity  and  exports  of  crude  petroleum  and  natural  gas  are  collected  by 
the  Manufacturing  and  Primary  Industries  Division  of  Statistics  Canada. 
Exports  and  imports  are  recorded  at  values  which  reflect  the  actual  selling 
price.  Non-trade  transactions  such  as  private  donations  and  gifts, 
settlers'  effects  and  tourist  purchases  are  excluded  in  the  trade 
stat  i  st  i  cs . 

Domestic  Exports  -  include  goods  grown,  extracted  or  manufactured  in 
Alberta  (including  goods  of  foreign  origin  which  have  been 
materially  transformed  in  Alberta).  Prior  to  1984,  provincial 
export  data  was  based  upon  province  of  lading,  indicating  where  the 
goods  were  first  laden  aboard  a  carrier  for  export.  Commencing  with 
1984  data,  provincial  export  statistics  are  reported  on  a  province 
of  origin  basis,  that  is,  the  province  in  which  the  good  were  grown, 
extracted  or  manufactured. 
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Imports  -  import  data  by  province  of  clearance  indicates  the 
province  in  which  the  goods  were  cleared  by  Customs  either  for 
immediate  consumption  or  for  entry  into  a  bonded  Customs  warehouse. 
This  may  not  always  coincide  with  the  province  in  which  the  goods 
are  consumed  or  enter  the  productive  process. 


FARM  CASH  RECEIPTS 

Farm  cash  receipts  include  the  cash  returns  from  the  sale  of  all 
agricultural  products  except  those  associated  with  direct  inter-farm 
i ntraprovi nc i al  transfers.  Other  components  included  are  Wheat  Board 
payments,  cash  advances  on  farm-stored  crops,  deferred  grain  receipts  in 
Western  Canada,  Agriculture  Stabilization  Act  deficiency  payments,  Western 
Grain  Stabilization  Act  payments,  and  provincial  income  stabilization 
payments . 


FARM  DEBT  OUTSTANDING 

Farm  debt  is  estimated  using  a  calendar  year-end  debt  outstanding  figure. 
For  institutions  operating  on  a  fiscal  year  ending  31~Mar,  the  debt 
outstanding  at  the  fiscal  year-end,  31~Mar,  is  used  to  represent  the  debt 
at  31~Dec  of  the  previous  year.  Excluded  from  these  figures  are  loans  to 
farmers  for  non-farm  business  purposes  and  for  personal  use  (household 
purposes).  In  the  case  of  loans  for  automobiles,  an  arbitrary  one  half  of 
the  value  of  debt  outstanding  was  included  as  a  farm  loan.  Also  excluded 
were  amounts  outstanding  due  to  late  payment  of  property  tax  and  income 
tax . 


FARM  OPERATING  EXPENSES  AND  DEPRECIATION  CHARGES 

These  estimates  include  farm  business  costs  incurred  by  farmers  regardless 
of  whether  they  are  paid  for  in  cash  or  accumulated  as  new  debt.  As  far  as 
possible,  they  exclude  outlays  for  goods  and  services  obtained  directly 
from  other  farmers.  All  direct  subsidy  payments  are  taken  into  account  in 
order  that  the  estimates  represent  only  net  amounts  paid  by  farmers. 

Depreciation  charges  are  intended  to  approximate  the  replacement  cost  of 
the  value  of  farm  buildings  and  machinery  used  up  in  the  year.  Building 
depreciation  estimates  are  for  depreciation  on  farm  buildings  including  the 
farm  business  share  of  houses  on  owner-occupied  farms.  Depreciation  is 
calculated  using  a  straight  line  rate  of  35  percent  and  an  expected 
building  life  of  28.5  years. 


GROSS  DOMESTIC  PRODUCT  AT  FACTOR  COST 

Gross  Domestic  Product  (GDP)  at  Factor  Cost  is  a  measure  of  income  accruing 
to  the  factors  of  production  (land,  labour  and  capital).  It  does  not 
include  income  that  accrues  to  the  non-factor  or  invisible  components  of 
GDP  (see  Gross  Domestic  Product  at  Market  Prices) .  Thus  GDP  at  Factor  Cost 
is  derived  from  GDP  at  Market  Prices  by  subtracting  Indirect  Taxes  less 
Subsidies,  plus  Residual. 
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GROSS  DOMESTIC  PRODUCT  AT  MARKET  PRICES 

Gross  Domestic  Product  (GDP)  at  Market  Prices  refers  to  the  total  value  of 
production  within  a  given  geographical  area  for  a  specific  time  period,  and 
is  measured  in  prices  which  prevail  during  the  period  being  valued.  Total 
production  measures  are  based  upon  the  earnings  of  the  factors  of 
production  (Factor  Cost)  plus  the  non-factor  costs  of  production  (Indirect 
Taxes  less  Subsidies).  GDP  at  Market  Prices  also  includes  an  indirect 
measure  of  depreciation  called  Capital  Consumption  Allowances.  Since  this 
is  a  measure  of  production,   it  does  not  include  transfer  payments. 


GROSS  DOMESTIC  PRODUCT  AT  1981  PRICES 

Gross  Domestic  Product  (GDP)  at  1 98 1 
production  during  a  given  time  frame  and 
which  is  valued  in  prices  for  some  base 
used  is  1981. 


Prices     is    a    measure    of  total 
a    given    geographical  location 
year.     For  Alberta,   the  base  year 


LABOUR  FORCE 

The  labour  force  is  composed  of  that  portion  of  the  civilian 
non- i nst i tut i ona 1  population  fifteen  years  of  age  and  over  who,  during  the 
reference  week  were  employed  or  unemployed. 

LABOUR  INCOME 

Labour  income,  comprising  wages  and  salaries  and  supplementary  labour 
income,     is    defined    as    all     compensation    paid    to  employees  residing  in 

Canada.     Supplementary  labour   income,  which  is  defined  as  payments  made  by 

employers     for     the  future  benefit  of  their  employees,  comprises  employers' 

contributions  to  employee  welfare  and  pension  funds,  workmen's  compensation 
funds  and  unemployment  insurance. 


MIGRATION 

Migration  is  defined  as  a 
geographical  unit  to  another. 


permanent    change    of     residence    from  one 


NET  MIGRATION 

Net  migration  is  the 
for  a  geographical  unit. 


difference  between  in-migration  and  out-migration 


NEH  HOUSING  PRICE  INDEX 

The  new  housing  price  index  measures    changes     in  selling 
houses    constructed    by     large    and    medium  volume  builders 
areas.  The  houses  sampled  are  representative  of  the  total 
that    time  but  adjustments  are  made  for  changes  in  physical 
to  arrive  at  pure  price  change.  Prices  used  are  the  selling 
upon    between  builder  and  buyer  at  the  time  of  signing  the 


prices  of  new 
i  n  metropol i  tan 
being  sold  at 
character  i  st  i  cs 
prices  agreed 
contract.  Prices 


relate  to  mid-month.  The  composite 
serviced  lot  on  which  it  stands. 


index     includes    the    house    and  the 


NEWLY  COMPLETED  UNOCCUPIED  DWELLINGS 

Newly  completed  unoccupied  dwellings  are  those  which  are  not  sold  or  rented 
at  the  time  the  dwellings  are  reported  as  completed  in  the  Survey  of  Starts 
and  Completions.  The  units  are  surveyed  every  month  until  they  are  sold  or 
rented . 
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NOT  IN  THE  LABOUR  FORCE 

Persons  Not  in  the  Labour  Force  are  that  portion  of  the  civilian 
non- i nst i tut i ona 1  population  fifteen  years  of  age  and  over  who,  during  the 
reference  week  were  neither  employed  nor  unemployed. 


PARTICIPATION  RATE 

The  participation  rate  represents  the  labour  force  as  a  percentage  of  the 
population  fifteen  years  of  age  and  over.  The  participation  rate  for  a 
particular  group  (age,  sex,  marital  status,  etc.)  is  the  labour  force  in 
that  group  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  population  for  that  group. 

PERSONAL  DISPOSABLE  INCOME 

Personal  Disposable  Income  consists  of  total  personal  income  less  personal 
direct  taxes  and  other  current  transfers  to  government  from  persons. 

PERSONAL  INCOME 

Personal         Income        includes    all  forms  of  income  received  by  persons  and 


un 

ncorporated  businesses: 

1  . 

wages,  salaries  and  supplementary  labour  income 

2. 

military  pay  and  allowances 

3. 

net  income  of  non-farm  businesses  including  rent 

k. 

net  income  of  farm  operators  from  farm  production 

5. 

interest,  dividends  and  miscellaneous  investment 

i  ncome 

6. 

transfer  payment  income  from  the  government,  from 
non-res  i  dents . 

corporations  and  from 

PRIME  RATE 

The  Chartered  Banks'  Rate  on  Prime  Business  Loans  is  the  rate  charged  to 
the  most  credit-worthy  borrowers.  The  rate  shown  is  of  the  last  Wednesday 
of  the  month.  When  there  are  differences  in  the  rate  charged  by  individual 
banks,  the  most  typical  rate  or  rates  are  taken. 


PRIVATE  AND  PUBLIC  INVESTMENT 

Private  and  Public  Investment  consists  of  total  outlays  for  construction 
and  for  the  acquisition  of  producers'  machinery  and  equipment  by  Canadian 
business,  institutions  and  governments,  together  with  expenditures  for 
housing.  Capital  expenditures  include  the  cost  of  procuring,  constructing 
and  installing  new  durable  plant  and  machinery,  whether  for  replacement  of 
worn  or  obsolete  assets,  or  as  net  additions  to  existing  assets.  Repair 
expenditures  represent  the  non-capitalized  outlays  made  to  maintain  the 
operating  efficiency  of  the  existing  stock  of  durable  physical  assets. 
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RETAIL  TRADE 

Retail  trade  is  defined  as  the  aggregate  sales  made  through  retail 
locations  (outlets).  Retail  trade  estimates  do  not  include  any  form  of 
direct  selling  which  bypasses  the  retail  store,  for  example:  direct  door 
to  door  selling;  sales  made  through  automatic  vending  machines;  sales  of 
newspapers  or  magazines  sold  directly  by  printers  or  publishers;  and  sales 
made  by  book  and  record  clubs.  Retail  trade  excludes:  retail  sales 
through  ancillary  units,  for  example,  warehouses,  head  offices,  etc.;  sales 
of  contractors  whose  major  activity  is  not  retailing;  and  retail 
transactions  between  individuals. 


SEASONAL  ADJUSTMENT 

Fluctuations  in  economic  time  series  are  caused  by  seasonal,  cyclical  and 
irregular  movements.  A  seasonally-adjusted  series  is  one  from  which 
seasonal  movements  have  been  eliminated.  Seasonal  movements  are  defined  as 
those  which  are  caused  by  regular  annual  events  such  as  climate,  crop 
cycles,  holidays  and  vacation  periods,  grain  receipts  in  Western  Canada, 
deficiency  payments  made  by  provincial  governments  and  the  agricultural 
stabilization  board  and  provincial    income  stabilization  payments. 


TAXATION  STATISTICS 

Taxation  Statistics  are  based  on  individuals  that  have  filed  tax  returns 
with  Revenue  Canada,  Taxation.  Allocation  of  income  is  on  the  basis  of  the 
taxfiler's  address  at  the  time  of  filing.  These  figures  should  not  be  used 
to  arrive  at  a  per  capita  personal  income  figure  for  the  province  or 
sub-provincial  areas  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  Some  individuals  (e.g.  students)  who  have  earned  small  amounts  of 
income  during  a  year  may  not  file  a  return  with  Revenue  Canada, 
Taxat  i  on . 

2.  Some  taxfilers  may  not  report  all  income  received,  i.e.,  understate 
their  income. 

3.  Imputed  income  is  not  included  in  taxation  statistics,  e.g.  free  room 
and  board,  clothing,  etc.     provided  to  employees. 


TYPICAL  MORTGAGE  RATE 

The  typical  mortgage  rate  is  the  rate  charged  by  chartered  banks  on  either 
1  year  or  5  year  residential  mortgages.  Monthly  data  refer  to  the  last 
Wednesday  of  the  month. 


UNEMPLOYED 

The  unemployed  includes  those  persons  who  during  the  reference  week: 

1.  were  without  work,  had  actively  looked  for  work  in  the  past  four  weeks 
(ending  with  reference  week)   and  were  available  for  work. 

2.  had  not  actively  looked  for  work  in  the  past  four  weeks  but  had  been  on 
layoff  for  twenty-six  weeks  or  less  and  were  available  for  work. 

3.  had  not  actively  looked  for  work  in  the  past  four  weeks  but  had  a  new 
job  to  start  in  four  weeks  or  less  from  reference  week,  and  were 
ava  i 1 ab 1 e  for  wor k . 
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UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE 

The  unemployment  rate  represents  the  number  of  unemployed  persons  as  a 
percent  of  the  labour  force.  The  unemployment  rate  for  a  particular  group 
(age,  sex,  marital  status,  etc.)  is  the  unemployment  in  that  group 
expressed  as  a  percent  of  the  labour  force  for  that  group. 

VALUE  OF  CONSTRUCTION  WRK  PURCHASED 

The  Value  of  Construction  Work  Purchased  consists  of  the  total  value  of 
output  of  both  the  construction  industry  and  construction  labour  forces  in 
other  industries.  Also  included  are  related  construction  costs  which  are 
accumulated  during  the  creation  of  a  structure.  Examples  include 
pre-construct i on  planning  and  design,  management,  legal  and  real  estate 
fees,   interest  during  construction,  etc. 

VALUE  OF  FARM  CAPITAL 

Land  and  Buildings  -  value  of  land  and  buildings  is  an  estimate  of  the 
value  of  real  estate  used  for  agricultural  purposes  or  the  value  of  real 
estate  used  for  agricultural  production  located  on  one  acre  or  more  and 
with  gross  sales  greater  than  $250. 

Implements  and  Machinery  -  value  reported  at  its  market  value,  which  is  the 
value  the  machinery  would  have  in  its  present  condition  in  an  auction  sale. 

VALUE  OF  MANUFACTURING  SHIPMENTS 

Value  of  manufacturing  shipments  is  defined  as  the  gross  value  of  goods 
produced  from  its  own  materials  by  the  reporting  establishment,  or  for  its 
account.  Value  is  net  of  discounts,  returns  and  allowances,  sales  tax, 
excise  taxes  and  duties,  returnable  containers  and  common  or  contract 
carriers'  charges  for  outward  transportation  (but  not  of  own  carriers' 
delivery  expense).  Shipment  values  in  this  publication  are  monthly 
projections  of  annual  census  of  manufacturers'  values  based  on  returns  from 
a  stratified  systematic  sample  of  manufacturing  establishments. 


WELL  COMPLETIONS 

Wells  completed  (also  referred  to  as  initial  zone  completions)  include  the 
number  of  new  producing  oil  and  gas  formations  recorded  by  Alberta  Energy 
Resources  Conservation  Board  during  a  reference  month. 

WELLS  DRILLED  -  Type  Of 

Development  -  developmental  drilling  takes  place  within  a  proved  or 
established  area  of  an  oil   reservoir  to  a  depth  known  to  be  productive. 

Exploration  -  exploratory  drilling  refers  to  locating  oil  fields  or  pools, 
or  testing  for  new  fields  or  pools,  in  areas  that  have  not  been  designated 
as  producing  areas. 
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APPENDIX  I 


SURVEY  OF  EMPLOYMENT,  PAYROLLS  AND  HOURS  (SEPH) 
DATA  REVISIONS 


Effective  January,  1987.  significant  changes  to  Statistics  Canada's  monthly  Survey 
of  Employment,  Payrolls  and  Hours  were  introduced.  Major  changes  designed  to 
further  improve  the  accuracy  and  reliability  of  data  estimates  included 
improvements  to  coverage  of  firms  in  the  survey  sampling  frame;  reassignment  of 
some  establishments  to  more  appropriate  industry,  geographic  and/or  employment 
size  categories;  and  implementation  of  revised  sampling  fractions  in  a  number  of 
areas  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  the  sample. 

As  a  result  of  these  changes,  SEPH  data  users  should  note  that  when  comparing  1 987 
data  to  1986  or  earlier  years,  it  is  necessary  to  adjust  the  historical  data  for 
the  survey  sampling  frame  changes.  For  a  complete  explanation  of  the  adjustment 
procedure  as  well  as  the  required  adjustment  factors,  users  are  advised  to  consult 
the  May,  1987  issue  of  Statistics  Canada  Catalogue  No.  72-002,  "Employment, 
Earnings  and  Hours." 

Tables  in  the  Alberta  Statistical  Review  affected  by  the  survey  changes  are: 

1.  Table    23    -    Average    Weekly    Earnings     Including    Overtime  of  All  Employees, 
Industrial  Aggregate,  Canada  and  Provinces 

2.  Table  2h  -  Average  Weekly  Earnings   Including    Overtime    of     All     Employees  by 
Industry,  Alberta 

Data  prior  to  January,  1 98 7  in  these  two  tables  have  not  been  adjusted,  as 
Statistics  Canada  has  not  provided  revised  data  on  the  CANSIM  database. 

Sub-provincial  estimates  are  not  affected  by  the  survey  changes. 
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